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ANTICIPATING THE OPPOSITION

m A Srupy oF Luke 4:1-11 by Dr. John D. DeBrinem

he next time you go to a baseball |. Satan will attempt to get occupied with the details of life or the

game, try to anticipate the strategy of you to downgrade Divine ']E_otal rr?vekr_saldof Ma;tfgsev(ij:s*f(ijBth_segkh
the other team (the opposition). For ex- . . . irst the kingdom of God and His righ-
ample, when yoEtheafnpis upto) bat in the viewpoint. (Luke 4:3,4) teousness and all these things will be
9th inning - there is a man on first with Knowing the hunaer that 40 davs of added to yO_u.”If we know the Word of
two outs - see if the manager of the 0ppo~ Qlld q 9 the off fby q God which is the impact of the phrase -
sition team will call for a pitch out! The asting would produce, the offer ofbread g, ¢ by the every word of God” in Luke
correct strategy at this point could deter-Certainly was a temptation but the 4:4, then we can effectively use our
mine the outcome of the game. Now comment of“Jesus” In verse_4 IS a Te- sffensive equipment (the Word of God
we're ready for Luke 4. This chapter _mlnder that “bread” (the details of life) and prayer - Eph. 6:17,18) and immedi-
shows ushow to anticipate the moves of Is not en_ough. A,S you study the book of ately come to a Philippians 4:11 mindset.
the opposition (Satan). Because we havel}?evelatlc’)n, you'll come to _Chapter 4 In fact, Phil. 4:11 becomes atest to deter-
Satan’s method of operation, Il and you Il_see Fhe church in Heaven. mine if we really understand the tech-
Corinthians 2:11 should be directed to a”Chapter 3 s a picture of the state of .theniques of the opposition.“Not that |
of us. “Lest Satan should get an advan- church on earth — totally occupied with speakinregard to need, for | have learned

tage of us, for we are not ignorant of his bread .or the _detalls of life’Because ., \vhatever state | am, to be content.”
devices.” However, unless you can you say: lamrich, have become wealthy,

correctly anticipate the opposition kad hztir\]/etneed of nOtan? d_ and dobrllot [I. Satan will attempt to get
(Satan) you are ignorant of his devices. nowmat you are wretched, miseraple,

ta poor, blind and naked —" you to downgrade the cross of
This is what you can expect from Satan; |I”l view of Luke 4:3.4 it is certain Christ
namely, three specific strategies: o y '
correct to conclude that Satan wants us
“And the devil, taking Him up on a
high mountain, showed Him all the king-
j — -I | L P Q ~1 1 _ doms of the world in a moment of time.
L l-\' . U O l_l l\l SO Ll_l |:D U |_|: And the devil said to Him, 'All this au-
thority | will give You, and their glory;
March 13-15: Evangelical Baptist Camp for that has been delivered to me, and |
574 Ashford Ct. Road in Ashford, CT. Call 860-429-2743 fc g‘(‘:’fo':gion""htg”}le‘gr'ir‘:‘{'hsignLS“'Z‘?f':r’g |
more information. Theme: What the Bible says about the John 5_13 Satan s the “aod oftﬁeworld”
future. A look at why we should study prophecy, the “key tq Howev.er ’Revelation 119_15 fatl states.
prophecy” and how to live in the light of Christ’s return. that one dav this will chan o yGet it
Messages will be illustrated on the screen. Satan was tglling Jesus he vgaé willing t.o
March 22: New England Bible Church

: give up his position if Jesus would just
60 Chandler Rd in Andover, MA at 10 AM & 6 PM. once worship him! However, here's the

—

March 27-29: Key Life Conference at Callaway Gardens real issue - Satan knew when he spoke to
Pine Mountain, Georgia. Jesus that he was making an offer that

April 5: Cornerstone Christian Church according to Rev. 11:15 Jesus would have
14 Brand Brow Rd. in Haverhill, MA at 11 AM. anyway. What then was he really say-

April 19: First Baptist Church ing? “LookJesusI'll give up Rev. 11:15
2 Tremont Street in Duxbury at 10 AM & 6 PM services. now. You
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don’t have to go to the cross. Take theon the ABC feature. He said, “As these  This is proof that Satan knows scrip-
short cut. For Jesus to take this short cuthurches try to attract sell-out crowds, ture because he actually quotes Psalm
would not only have removed the crossare they in danger of sellling out the 91:11 but note exactly what he was do-
from the divine plan but it would have Gospel?” Read what Satan has in minding. He was calling for the fanatical use
resulted in no solution for the problem of for the church in Luke 4 and you'll be ©f a Bible verse. 1998 offers two rather
sin because the Gospel is the message thatble to give a ready response to thischallenging contrasts. You are often

Christ died for our sins:For | delivered  question. given the choice of a ministry with the
to you first of all that which | also re- Word of God but no emphasis on the

ceived: that Christ died for our sins Spirit of God. The other choice is the

according to the Scriptures, and that He emphasis upon the Spirit of God without
was buried, and that He rose again the emphasis on the Word of God. If you

third day according to the Scriptures/)’ " : select only the first choice, you'dry
Corinthians 15:3,4. And he brought Him to Jerusalem, up. Disunity is only one of the signs of

set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, ;
If you doubt that this is still a strategy _ " <aid to Himp“lf ou are the Sonpof such a state. However, if you select the
Ty second choice, you'bblow up!

of thﬁ oplpos!tloné)thlnhk of all thols:e Whho God, throw Yourself down from here. Satan doesn’t want you to see the need
more, think of almost the total omission " C1 LIS Witien: Hewill give His angels_far hoth the word and the Spirit because
' charge over You, to keep you. And inhe knows at that point, you'tfrow up.

of the word “sin’_’ or *hell”in the vocabu- their hands they will bear You up, lest
lary of the pulpit. Perhaps you saw the You dash Your foot against a stone.”

[Il. Satan will attempt to keep
you from Biblical balance.

For an illustration of this concept, just ask for

ABC television special,Ih the Name of
God” with Peter Jennings. Mr. Jennings

Luke 4:9-11

call or write Songtime USA

"If I were the Devil" by Paul Harvey when you

asked one of the most prominent cleric.— S —

in America why there was no cross
anywhere in his church. This is a direct
guote: The well-known clergyman said,
“To capture the essence of Christianity in
a single symbol (the cross) is a little
dangerous, we feel."Certainly they may
feel this way, but the Apostle Paul - under
the direction of the Holy Spirit - didn’t.
Read his words in Galatians 6:148ut
God forbid that | should glory except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world has been crucified to me
and | to the world.”

In view of Luke 4, Satan is winning in
many places by omitting the cross. Why
not? Satan tried it with Jesus and 1998
will be no exception; in fact, Peter
Jennings made an amazing observatiof
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If music is the universal language, then the hyimthe Gardenhas to be on
of the most unusual songs ever written. That is - no matter what church | vis
Hymn Histories, everyone knows the first line by heart (if not the whole s

a)

t with
DNQ).

Even when we had the opportunity to be in Jerusalem last year, the worshippers

there were no different as we visited the Garden Tomb and heard the singing
universal song.

manager of Hall-Mack Music Publishers in Philadelphia in 1898. He also
as a music director for the Rodeheaver Company in Winona Lake, Ind
providing music for churches, camp meetings and conventions. It would be

C. Austin Miles, the author and composer of this hymn, was an edit%; and

of Billy Sunday’s tabernacle meetings in 1912 timatthe Gardernwas introduced.

of this

rved
ana -
at one

The writing of the song came about because of a request from music publisher, Dr.

Adam Geibel. He asked Miles to write a song that would be “sympathetic in
breathing tenderness in every line; one that would bring hope to the hopels
rest for the weary".

C. Austin Miles had a hobby of photography and had discovered the light
dark room was just enough to read the Bible. One day in April 1912, he was

tone,
ss and

in the
pading

John 20 and as he relived that Resurrection morning, he seemed to be takien back

in time. In his own words he tells us what happened:

"As | read the verses | seemed to be transported to the actual garden and | became a silent witness
to that dramatic moment. | saw the very movements; | heard the very words of Mary as she thought
she was talking to the gardener and | heard Jesus say, ‘Mary’ — after which | saw her kneel before her

President: Dr. John DeBrine Lord and say, ‘Rabboni’. When | awakened | was gripping my Bible. | thought to myself - this is not
Chairman: Rod August an experience limited to a happening 2000 years ago but it is the daily companionship with the
Treasurers: Eric Rorstrom/ Saviour that makes up the Christian's daily walk. It was under the inspiration of that holy moment

Wally Lundstrom when | wrote the poem exactly as it appears today and that very evening, | wrote the music.”
Editor/ Layout: David Donnelly Do you know this companionship of a personal Saviour? Is there a point |n time
Contributors: Dr. John D. DeBrine, when you started your garden experience? It was in a garden thousands of ygars agc

Bill Dagle, Steven W. Butts, Dr. Bob

that the first Adam broke the companionship. Then many centuries later, t

e last

Burrelli, Marge Demers Adam restored that relationship as He reached from the cross to take His hand in
P RLICAL GOUAG) mine. Sin broke the fellowship, the blood of Jesus made it whole. If you don'tfknow
for sure if you're going to Heaven, contact Songtime right now and we’ll tell you
how you too can sing, “and He walks with me, and He talks with me, and Hg tells

me | am His own.”




THE CHALLENGE OF PARENTING

m Steven W. Buttsm

Becoming a parent is one of the greatestsummarized well in the following poem:
experiences of life. Being a parentis a Junior bit the meter man.

different story! It comes with the potential Junior kicked the cook.

for deep and lasting joy but can also be a Junior’s anti-social now according to the
source of great frustration and heartache. book.

As a father of four | know by experience Junior’s smashed the clock and lamp.

that few responsibilities are more challeng- Junior hacked the tree.

ing than parenting. Many adults who are  Destructive trends are treated in chapters two
successful in their careers and quite & three.

capable in just about every area of life Junior threw his milk at Mom.

admit that nothing has been a greater chal- Junior screamed for more.

lenge to them than being a parent. Some of Notes on self-assertiveness are found in

these successful and capable people fail  chapter 4.

miserably in the relationships of the home. Junior tossed his shoes and socks out into the
In the class | teach for Millersville rain.

University Students on “Dating, Engage- Negation, that, and normal disregard,

ment and Marriage,” we discuss the four disdain.

major points of conflict in marriages; Junior got in grandpa’s room and tore up his

communication, money, in-laws, and sex. fishing line.

When | introduce the class | ask them to
identify the four areas. Someone will inevi-
tably suggest “children” as one area. In across his knee.

response | tell them that children actually For grandpa hadn’t read a book since 1893.
intensify the challenges in each area. It We love to complicate things! Grandpa
really doesn’t surprise me to learn that in simplified the situation! Maybe Grandpa
second marriages involving children on  didn’t read all the books because his think-
either side there is a 60-65% chance ofing was deeply rooted ithe book—the
divorce within five years of the union. Bible. His actions reflect the clear counsel

That’s to gain attention - see page 89.
But grandpa sees a slipper and yanked Junior

What greater task could be given to two to parents in the ancient book of Proverbs.

adults than to train and nurture anotherIn these days of parental confusion we

follow the instruction, teaching, sayings,

commandments, wisdom, understanding,
reproofs for discipline and words of the

home. All the terms used by this father
reflectintense parental involvement. Sadly
in most modern homes the TV has replaced
this kind of parental influence.

The primary concern of the father in
Proverbs is guiding his son in the way of
wisdom and teaching him to avoid foolish
and harmful behavior. The main contrastis
between a wise son and a foolish one. “A
wise son brings joy to his father but a
foolish son brings grief to his mother”
(Proverbs 10:1). As parents our goal should
be to raise wise children—not foolish ones.
One essential ingredient in nurturing chil-
dreninthe way of wisdom is teaching them
to keep the right company. This is empha-
sized repeatedly in the Proverbs. “My Son,
if sinners entice you do not give in to them”
(Proverbs 1:10). We need to teach our
children about standing alone in an
uncompromising way. Parents will some-
times say, “l can’t tell him who his friends
should be.” Why not? May | restate the
obvious? You are the parent! You have
every right (and the responsibility) to tell
your children who they can keep as com-
pany. I've spoken to many parents who

human being from infancy (through adoles- would be wise to anchor our parental roles wish they took this matter more seriously

cence) into adulthood? Perhaps thisis partlyto that counsel. The early chapters of Prov-

when they had the chance. “He who walks

why many parents feel a constant sense oferbs present arepeated plea from a father tavith the wise grows wise, but a companion
inadequacy and uncertainty. Where can ahis son—a plea to receive, treasure andof fools suffers harm” (Proverbs 13:20).

parent turn for help? | would like to point

them to the bookstores but the variety
opinion about successful parenting foun
in there is likely to result in more uncer-
tainty.

The problem with books on parenting i

IN THE SONGTIME
BOOKSTORE

[ 1 Will Joy by Diane Susek-
a favorite of our Songtime audien
On this album, she sings such song
"The House in My Future”, "He’s Be
Faithful”, "I Am Not Ashamed"”, "Com
Holy Spirit" and more.

CD $15.00 Cassette $11.0
plus $1.50 postage & handling.

April 30-May 3: Songtime tour to Lancaster, Pennsyvlania Come join us or
the bus from New England as we visit the American Music Theatre produétiom*”
Branson to Broadway,’have lunch in an Amish home, and spend a day in Gettygburg
(including an evening with Mr. LincolnTost includes: Bus trip from NE, 3-nighits
stay at Willow
Valley, break-
fasts and one
other meal daily]
plus all tours.
Cost for single-
$530; double-
$400 pp; triple-
$360 pp and 3
guad room-$34(Q
pp. The bus ig
more than half
fullnow sodon’t
delay!!




m Dr. Bob Burrelli Answers =
Songtime Listener Questions

those who listen to false teaching
“Be on guard, that your hearts may
not be weighted down with dissipa
tion and drunkenness and the worrie
A: Don't listen to them! of life, and that day come on you
It should not surprise us at the endsuddenly like a trap'(Luke 21:34).
of one millenium and the beginning Again, history repeats itself, as peopl

Q: What am | to think of future
predictions about the Lord’s
coming?

q

e

E

THANK YOU ...

To allwho responded to our requ
for CD's. Dave & Jennifer Donnell
have returned from their trip to Kyi
Ukraine where these were distri

uted. Radio stations in the Ukrainé

Russia, Poland, Latvia, Estoni

Lithuania, and other Euro-Asia

countries will now be able to u
this music to bring the Gospel
their part of the world.

of another to hear of dogmatic pre- actually sold all they had and sat o

dictions regarding the exact time of their roofs waiting for the Lord to
the Lord’s return. The same thing come in A. D. 1000.
happened in A. D. 1000. Jesus commands us to ignore thos
Nor is it surprising that many of who come not only claiming to be the
these predictions come from Christ, butwho come in His name and
evangelicals. Christians notice the proclaim that the end is herélfake
political unrest in the Middle East, heed thatyou be not misled; for many
the moral decay of America, and the will come in My name, saying, ‘I am
rash of false prophets, some evenHe,’and, ‘Thetimeisathand’; butdo
claiming to be the Lord himself. not go after them{Luke 21:8).
Those who are old enough toremem- ~ What should we be watching for
ber the horrible mass suicide in the until Jesus’ return? Jesus makes i
seventies orchestrated by Jim Joneglear (Matt. 24; Lk. 21): the Christian
are quick to add to it the similar life with which God has entrusted us.
travesties of the Branch Davidian and The word“watch” means to keep a
Heaven’s Gate cults and begin to scrutinizing eye on the way you live
wonder if these are sure indicationsyour life before God. He has
that the Lord is soon to return. Un- entrusted you with responsibility and
fortunately, Christians so preoccu- He holds you accountable to keep it.
pied with these seeming “signs of the Jesus warns us not to let those whgd

times” are easily duped by those soteach that the end is near and othef

bold as to predict the end of the age.such apostasy, ruin our spiritual walk.
And once these gullible sheep areThat kind of teaching can shipwreck
duped by these false our faith. People who make such
shepherds, sinful behavior ensues:predictions are false and understanc
worry, despair, anxiety, and a neglectnothing about the Lord’s plan for the

of God-given responsibility- the very ages. In fact, it is they who will be
rn. Let’'s

Coming Events...

Saturday, May 30 “Songtime Radio Rally” at Lake Compounce in Bristol

We Love to Get Letters!

E"Y our daily broadcast has beenagr
comfort and blessing to me duri
these past weeks. | became ung
ployed and had the time to hear Chr

listening as | responded to variol
job opportunities. My wife and | hay
come to see this as a timeahfoosing
to trust and wait for the Lord to sho
us the way He would have us go.”

-Listeners in Auburn, H

“We listen over WBCI — we used

Now we listen to you. Songtime is
refreshing, uplifting, fun,entertainin

“I'm a High School physics teachg
working here in South Jersey. | listg
over WCHR while on my way to wor
| enjoy listening to your broadcasts -
they're right on target. |
believe in
supporting the ministries
that support me. Enclose
is my gift.”

-Listener in Trenton, NJ

CT. Come hear the sounds of Southern Gospel with Dr. John, Dave & Dave ft t
oldest continuous operating theme park in the United States. Bill Dagle of "H
Histories” is coordinating this effort and will also be with us on that Saturday. M
on this event in the days ahead.

September 17-25: Our fourth annuaBermuda retreat at Willowbank.
Always a wonderful time as Dr. John opens the Word each morning, delig
meals, delightful friends and days filled with activity. Cost for Garden View roo

dinner daily, hotel & departure tax, cab to Willowbank,
5-day bus & ferry pass. Airfare & tour costs are not included.

ne
mn
ore

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We are aware that some of you

tian radio. | developed a routine @f

turn on the TV news from 5-6 PNI.

and educational. Thanks so muchE
-Listener in Hebron, M
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are

receiving duplicate mailings and we
would appreciate your letting us know
the Account #'s, incorrect spelling or
OU&ddresses so that we can have our data

S'base as accurate as possible. Reminder
single-$1580, double-$1280 pp, triple-$1165 pp. Water view rooms are for sijglenhat receipts are always sent out two

$1750, double- $1450 pp and triple-$1275 pp. For brochure & registration, cafl theonthsafter gifts are received by us.
office. This cost includes 9 days/8 nights at Willowbank, breakfast & full-couseThis is due to the coordination of our

newsletter mailing and the printing sched-
ule.
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